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California Building 
Standards Commission 

presents

The Challenges of Keeping 
Title 24 Neat & Tidy

For Redwood Empire Association of Code Officials

HOW WE STAY CONNECTED TO YOU

• We eavesdrop on your conversations
• League of California Cities  listserve

• We join you at your professional functions
• We offer video and printed educational resources
• We answer our phones!!! …and emails 
• We watch the Legislature too…

POLICY AND LEGISLATION SHAPE 
TITLE 24

• See Information Bulletin 19-08 for enacted legislation 
affecting building standards

• Wildfire

• Seismic resilience
• Alternate non-potable water

• Tall wood buildings
• Post–disaster rebuilding
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WORKING WITH THE MODEL CODES
• ‘Reserved’ vs. strike and backfill
• ‘Ghost amendments’
• Moving sections/chapters
• ‘Carry forward’
• It’s not polite to point, but…
• ‘Adopt ahead’
• Errata

RESERVED

CALIFORNIA MODEL

GHOST AMENDMENTS
2015 IBC:
SECTION 1030

EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE

1030.1 General. In addition to the means of egress required

by this chapter, provisions shall be made for emergency

escape and rescue openings in Group R-2 occupancies in

accordance with Tables 1006.3.2(1) and 1006.3.2(2) and

Group R-3 occupancies. Basements and sleeping rooms

below the fourth story above grade plane shall have at least

one exterior emergency escape and rescue opening in accordance

with this section. Where basements contain one or

more sleeping rooms, emergency escape and rescue openings

shall be required in each sleeping room, but shall not be

required in adjoining areas of the basement. Such openings

shall open directly into a public way or to a yard or court that

opens to a public way.

Exceptions:

1. Basements with a ceiling height of less than 80

inches (2032 mm) shall not be required to have

emergency escape and rescue openings.

2016 CBC:
SECTION 1030
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE
1030.1 General. In addition to the means of egress required
by this chapter, provisions shall be made for emergency
escape and rescue openings in Group R occupancies. Basements
and sleeping rooms below the fourth story above grade
plane shall have at least one exterior emergency escape and
rescue opening in accordance with this section. Where basements
contain one or more sleeping rooms, emergency escape
and rescue openings shall be required in each sleeping room,
but shall not be required in adjoining areas of the basement.
Such openings shall open directly into a public way or to a
yard or court that opens to a public way.

Exceptions:
1. In Groups R-1 and R-2 occupancies constructed of
Type I, Type IIA, Type IIIA or Type IV construction
equipped throughout with an approved automatic
sprinkler system in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1.

Agency rulemaking in 2015 for the 2016 CBC:
1029.11030.1 General. In addition to the means of egress required by this chapter, provisions shall be made for emergency escape and rescue 
openings in Group R-2 occupancies in accordance with Tables 1006.3.2(1) and 1006.3.2(2) and Group R-3 occupancies. Basements and sleeping 
rooms below the fourth story above grade plane shall have at least one exterior emergency escape and rescue opening in accordance with this 
section. Where basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, emergency escape and rescue openings shall be required in each sleeping room, 
but shall not be required in adjoining areas of the basement. Such openings shall open directly into a public way or to a yard or court that opens to a 
public way.
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TRACKING MOVING SECTIONS

TRACKING 
MOVING 
SECTIONS

CARRY FORWARD
• A concept of having an 

amendment move with the 
model, from one edition to 
the next 

4. The corridors onto which the spaces open, in the same
smoke compartment, are protected by an automatic
smoke detection system installed in accordance with
Section 907, and the smoke compartment  in which
the spaces are located is equipped throughout with
quick‐response sprinklers in accordance with Section
903.3.2.

2016 CBC 2019 CBC
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CARRY FORWARD
• A concept that’s difficult 

to keep smoothly flowing

2019 CBC

407.2.5 Nursing home housing units. In Group I‐2, 
Condition 1 occupancies, in areas where nursing home 

2018 model

2016 CBC

POINTERS
• Convenient, if 

not overused

ADOPT AHEAD

• The art of taking desired model text still being 
developed and writing it into California codes during 
the intervening cycle (mid-way between editions)

• Will appear in supplements – to be published 
January 1,  effective July 1, 2021.
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ERRATA

• There are model errata and then there are 
California errata

• Not all errata are created equal

• Model’s first printing is all that California uses

WHO & WHAT INFORMS YOUR 
ACTIONS?

• To banner or not to banner – that is the question

• Co-adoption

• Your local adoption – do you follow the BSC banner?

• Those pesky appendices

• ‘Not adopting’ vs ‘not printing’

BANNERS Many configurations – not random
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CO-ADOPTION
• You can say it multiple times, once for 

each agency, or you can “co-adopt”

LOCAL ADOPTION

• If you follow BSC’s Matrix actions, just be careful

• BSC scope is a skinny slice of the pie

• We do adopt with you in mind (like for Res Code pools)

NOT PRINTED MEANS NOT ADOPTED?
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NOT PRINTED MEANS NOT ADOPTED?

APPENDICES

APPENDICES
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OUR 
SIMPLE 
PROCESS

FUNDAMENTALS
• Coordinating Council

• Letter of intent

• Workshops
Intention

• Staff review

• Code Advisory 
Committee

Initial 
Submittal

• 45‐day

• 15 or 2nd 45‐day

• Hearing

Comment 
Period

• Staff review

• Commission action
Final 

Submittal

PARTICIPATE

Commission Meeting

Public Comment Periods

Code Advisory Committee

Agency Workshops

Model Hearings

AMOUNT OF INFLUENCE
Greatest when it’s early 
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GUIDEBOOKS
& VIDEOS

 Website
◦ dgs.ca.gov/BSC
 Visit the ‘Contact Us’ page to sign 
up for our email notification list

 Email
◦ cbsc@dgs.ca.gov

 Phone
◦ (916) 263-0916
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